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Is mywater safe to drink?

At this point, the oil spill is not expected toext public drinking water supplies or private
well water.

Are shdllfish and fin fish safe to eat?

Any fish available for commercial sale, for exampigh in grocery stores, comes from non-
contaminated waters. Contaminated fish and seafdbdot be allowed on the market by
regulatory agencies. However, based on commores#resfish obtained from any source
smells or tastes like oil, do not eat it.

Are swimming and boating safe?

Do not swim, ski, or paddle a surfboard in any wsatasibly affected by oil. Do not drive
your boat through oil slicks or sheens.

Is it safe tasit on the beach, walk barefooted anddip my feet in the surf?

Heed any beach advisories, and use common sengevafd to avoid any areas with visible
oil.

Is theodor harmful? What happens if | breathe tilemist?

Petroleum fumes can be an irritant for some pedjtie.odor may cause symptoms such as
lightheadedness, nausea, vomiting or headachgsu lfiave these symptoms, you should:

o Consider staying indoors, ventilating your homehveiir conditioning, and avoiding
strenuous outdoor activity.

o If these symptoms do not improve, or if you areexignce severe nausea or other
medical issues, you should then consider contagtig primary care physician or other
health care provider for medical advice.



What if | am havingdor eathing problems?

Some people may be sensitive to any change iruaiitg, which could cause respiratory
symptoms such as cough or shortness of breatjoulhave these symptoms, stay indoors,
ventilate your home with air conditioning, and al/etrenuous outdoor activity. If these
symptoms do not improve, you should consider cdimggour primary care physician or
other health care provider for medical advice, ey if you have pre-existing medical
conditions such as asthma or other respiratorgsin

What if | getoil on myself or my clothing?

You should avoid direct contact with the oil, okodbntaminated water or sediment.

If you get oil on your skin, wash it off with soapd water.

Wash your hands before eating to avoid accidemtbllswing oil.
If you get oil on clothing, wash it as you normalguld.
Prolonged exposure to the oil may cause some te aakin rash.
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There is no need to use harsh detergents, sohaerdther chemicals to wash oil from
your skin or clothing, and their use is discouraged

Is anyair monitoring being done?

EPA responders began portable monitoring of aitityuan April 28 and began water
sampling on April 30. Aircraft were deployed toleat air sample data and provide aerial
photographs and will continue tracking. The resaftEPA’s sampling efforts will be posted
atwww.epa.gov/bpspillEPA will make recommendations for the publicake based upon
the results of environmental monitoring. In additithe Center for Toxicology and
Environmental Health (under contract with BP) ismibaring air quality between Venice,
La., and Pensacola, Fla.

What are théong-term health effects?

Based on what we know now, if exposure is brigigiberm health effects are not
anticipated.

For the latest information or if you have questiaal 1-866-519-6362 (MEMA) or the
Mississippi Poison Control Center at 1-800-222-1222



